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's tdi |; m it the moſt Weng 
marks of its divine origin, ſo it is pe- 
"liar recommended to us; by the admirable 
effects which it is calculated to produce on the 
hearts and lives of thoſe, who duly attend to its 
doctrines and inſtructions. It is intended to 
excite us to the practice of a piety, that is at 
once rational and fervent; and to lead us ro 
uniform rectitude of conduct, and diſtinguiſtied' 
virtue. This manifeſt excellence of its 3 
muſt greatly ſtrengthen the other argu 

its ſupport : and, indeed, were the aencratity of 
thoſe who profeſs it, to be truly and uniformly 
influenced by its doctrines and precepts; the 
luſtre of their characters muſt have the 
moſt powerful effect towards removing the pre- 
B judices 
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judices even of its moſt avowed adverſarits. 
But, unhappily, there are ſuch numbers who 
make a profeſſion of the goſpel, and who yet are 
little diſtinguiſhed in their manners and conduct 
from the mere men of the world, as to give too 
much reaſon for an enquiry, Whether their re- 
ligion can juſtly be conſidered, as productive 
in them of any proportionable effects? and to 
whom, in this view, the words of the text may 
properly be addreſſed, What do you more than 
others ? — 

Wx are accuſtomed, indeed, dhcp: the 
country in which we live, by ſtiling it a Chriſtian 
country / but the man muſt be little acquainted 
with the principles of the. goſpel, - who ſuppoſes 
that the generality of its inhabitants have any Juſt 
claim to the character of Chriſtians... The, ma- 
X jority, it is true, do not openly, in words, avow . 
themſelves to be otherwiſe: they only demon- 
ſtrate, by their conduct, that they have little re- 
gard either to its doctrines, or its precepts... 
The one appear to haye little effect on their 
views and their ſentiments, and the other 28 little 
on their practice. 

Bor whatever may be the lies manners 
and behaviour of the generality of men, it be- 
comes us, who make a ſerious profeſſion of re- 
ligion, to conſider, whether our conduct be ſuit- 
able to the character of the diſciples of Jeſus ? 


and whether i it be our ſincere deſire and endeavour, 
1 to 


* 
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to diſtinguiſſi ourſelves. from thoſe around us, 
and over whom religion has little influence, not 
only by the practice of our devotional duties, 
but alſo of all thoſe other moral and ſocial vir- 
tues, which are eſſential to the truly Chriſtian 
character, and which can alone enable us to a 


the deftrines of our en Maſter. 
PA 

Tax 8 of the text ee imply. that 
more may juſtly be. expected from Chriſtians, 
than from other men; and, therefore, in con- 
| formity to this idea, I ſhall in the further proſe- 
cution of. this diſcourſe endeavour to ſhew, - - 

Frs, that Chriſtians enjoy great and eminent 
advantages of a religious and moral nature. 

And..SeconDLy, that as we are poſſeſſed of 
theſe eminent moral and religious advantages, it 
may Juſtly be expected, that they ſhould be pro- 
ductive in us of proportionable effects; and that 
it is our duty to labour to be diſtin guiſhed from 
others by ſuperior piety and virtue. 

After which I ſhall, in the HRD place, make a 
general application of the whole, - and offer ſome 
obſervations relative to the particular purpoſe 
which! is the occaſion of our preſent aſſembling. 


In hs FIRST place, chen, I am to ſhew, that 
Chriſtians enjoy great and eminent advantages of 
a religious and moral nature. And this muſt be 


ſufficiently obvious to us, if we take only a 
3 B 2 tranſient 


tranſient view. af the nature of the religion ave 
- Profeſs,.and- the light and knowledge ors 
eee. >» 0 

Tar Chriſtian ann cotapinhands i in it a 
. ſyſtem of theology and erhics, chan 
was ever before impatted to the ſons of men. 
We derive from it the moſt honourable concep- 
tions of the Supreme Being, of his attributes, 
and moral adminiſtration, and the cleareſt infor- 
mation reſpecting that ſpiritual and rational* wor- 
ſhip, which he” requires: from his Integer | 
creatures. 
- Tut divine placability, a doctrine of the hig h- 

eſt importance to the frail and ſinful ſoris of men, 
is alſo taught in the goſpel i in the moſt ſatisfactory 
and perſpieuous manner. That the Sup pteme 
Being is eſſentially good in his own nature,” and 
- diſpoſed" to ſhew mercy to his creatures, might 
be deduced from the principles of natural reaſon ; 
but as the bulk of manking, being corjinonly 
. engaged in cares and purſuits of a Fifferent : nature, 
are not accuſtorned. to employ much" of © ir 
me in abſtract teaſonings, it muſt be of great 
Importance, that they "ſhould have a Clear 0 
5 expreſs revelation; from which they 1 may derive. 
| ſatisfactory and certain information of the. mercy 


and placability of God. And Accor ingly we 
are taught in the Goſpel, that the gracious Pa- 
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 groiſions of bis offending creatures, on ther fin- 
gere repentance; that our A Father will 
Jorgive g aur treſpaſſes ; and that, i we confeſs 
eur fins, God is fait ful and juf to forgive us aur 
Jing, and io cleanſe us from all unrighteouſueſ;, he 
having reconciled us to himſelf by Jeſus Chrift: + 

- +. In myſt alſo be admitted to be a great advan- 
tage, to have ſuch excellent and exact rules for 
the direction of our conduct, as. thoſe which arc 
gontained in the goſpel. There is no branch of our 
duty reſpecting God, our fellow-creatures, or our- 
ſelves, which 1 is not clearly pointed. out in the fa, 
. cred” "writings. . Whatever difficulties there may 
appear to be, as to ſome matters of a contro- 
yerſial and leſs 3 important nature, it can ſeldom 
happen, chat an honeſt and ſigcere inquirer, who 
takes the ſcriptures for his guide, can be in doubr 
in what, manner he ought to act, ar what. are his 
duties as a rational, and moral, and ſpcial being. 
By the goſpel we are inſtructed in the nature 
and excellency of thoſe virtues, . which: are in the 
higheſt degree ornamental to human nature, and 
which are eminently calculated to promote out 
happineſs in the preſent world; as welb as to fit 
and prepare us for an higher and nabler ſtate of 
exiſtence. Wo are called to the practice af ju. 
tiee, integrity, humility, meekneſs, patience; 
temperance, and the moſt unbounded: 'benevo-. 
lence z to do good to our fellow-creatures when- 
ever it thall be in our power, to delight in acts 
of 
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of beneficence, and to behave towards all man- 
kind as dur brethren, whatever may be their coun- 
try or religion. And the better to enable us to 
excel in theſe virtues, they are not only inculeated 
upon us in the cleareſt precepts, but we have the 
moſt ſtriking exemplification of them all, in the 
character and conduct of the divine Author of 
our religion. He was the moſt perfect pattern of 
all piety and goodneſs that ever appeared upon 
the earth: and if we frequently contemplate his 
character, we muſt be inſpired with the love of 
virtue, and deſirous of treading in the ſteps of 
that great Teacher, who went about doing good ; 
whoſe precepts and whoſe conduct were in the 
moſt perfect uniſon ; who inculcated the moſt 
ſublime truths, and practiſed the moſt” heroic 
virtue. His inſtructions, and his example, were 
both eminently adapted to lead men to goodneſs; 
and he at length completed his moſt benevolent 
deſigns reſpecting the human race, by laying 
down his life to effectuate their ſalvation. 

Ir muſt likewiſe be conſidered, as one of the 
great und important advantages of which Chriſti- 
ans are poſſeſſed, that they derive from the Goſ- 
pel the moſt ſuitable and powerful motives to lead 
them to the practice of piety and virtue. And, in 
particular, the doctrine of a future ſtate of retri- 
bution is taught in the New Teſtament in the 
ſtrongeſt, the cleareſt, and moſt expreſs manner. 


We are therein aſſured, that God hath appointed a 
1 day, 
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a which be toill judge the toopld in righteonſ-» 
neſs, i that man wwhom he- bath ordained ; whereof 
he hath given aſſurance unto all men, in that he hath 
raiſed bim from the-dead. The moſt alarming pu- 
niſhments are repeatedly denounced againſt the 
workers of iniquity ; and a ſtate of immortality 
promiſed to the "righteous, wherein they will en- 
joy a degree of felicity, of which our preſent nar- 
ro and limited faculties render us incapable of 
forming” any adequate conception: Eye hath not 
ſeen, nor ear heard, neither haveſentered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath prepared- 
for them that love him. And we are taught in the 
Sacred Writings, that the future judgment will 
be conducted with the ſtricteſt juſtice and im- 
partiality. In the revelation of "the righteous judg-. 
ment of God, he will render to every man according. 
to his deeds, to them who by patient continuance in 
well-doing, ſeek for glory, and honour, and immorta-- 
lity, eternal life: but unto them that art contentions,” 
and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteouſueſs, 
indignation and wrath , tribulation and aiiguah upon 
every ſoul of man that doeth evil, of the Few firſt, 
and alſo of the Gentile. But glory, honour, and peace," 
to every man that worketh good, to the Few firſt, and 

alſo to the Gentile. For there is no $55 of Perſons 
with God. | 
A'CLEAR vides of the certainty of a future 
ſtate of retribution, muſt” be of the - higheſt im- 
portance to mankind; but this is to be found 

, only 


(. $7): 
only in the Goſpel. Many of the antient Hea-. 
thens, before the promulgation of Chriſtianity, 
appear, indeed, to have had a ſtrong perſuaſion. of. 
the reality of a future ſtate but, rorwithitariding; 
this, it muſt be confeſſed, that in the writings of 
their ableſt men upon this ſubject, we diſdern, 

much doubt, and ſuſpenſe, and uncertainty; and 
it-is only in che Goſpel, that life and immortality 
are clearly brought. to ligbt. When we. conſider 
this, and that the Goſpel alſo contains the molt; 
rational and views of the moral character 
and attributes of the Deity; that it comprehends 
a more compleat and perfect ſyſtem of ethics, tha 
the united wit and learning of the. moſt ce- 
lebrated antient Philoſophers! were over able to! 
produce; and that it is calculated to hae the 
beſt effects on the hearts and lives of mon; can 
we avoid being convinced, that it is a revelation 
from God, and that as ſuch we ought to receive it 
with reverence and, gratitude ? To ſuppoſe that 
all this. could be the reſult of a ſy ſtem of im- 
poſture, che contrivance of. a ſet. of mean and 
unlettered men, uninfluenced by any of the mo- 
tives by which human beings are ordinarily actu· 
ated; which muſt be the caſe, if it be not of di- 
vine origin; to-ſuppole this, is admitting a. greater 
difficulty, than all the objections of tlie Deiſts 
againſt Chriſtianity, when —— ant . 
en e dorc re. 
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I appears; then; froth what has been ald; 
that, as Chriſtians, we enjoy great and einineit? 
advantages of a religious and moral nature: by 
the Goſpel is communicated to us, the moſt ho- 
nburable conceptions of the Deity, of his attri- 
butes, and moral adminiſtration; and the cleareſt 
information reſpecting that ſpiritual and rational 
worſkip which he requires from his intelligent 
creatures. From thence, alſo, we Uerive the moſt” 
ſatisfactory evidence of the divine placability;' 
and that the mercy bf God will be extended, 
through the mediation of Chriſt, to all his of- 
fending creatures, on their ſincere repentance. 
We have likewiſe, in the Goſpel; the moſt excel; 
lent precepts for the regulation of our conduct, 
and for inſtructing us in all the various branches 
of our duty, as rational; and moral; and ſocial 
beings. | And in order tb excite us to the ſteady 
practice of all piety and virtue, we have the moſt 
powerful motives, and tt moſt animating pro- 
ſpects ſet before us; the favour of the Almighty: 
and immortal life and bleſſedneſs. Theſe" are 
ſome of the advantages which we enjoy 48 Chri- 
ſlians; and they are truly great afid important! 
Without dwelling any longer on this head, I 
Fall, therefore; Proceed 1 to the next, under Which 
I am to > ſhew, 
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-BzconDer, That as we are. poſſeſſed of - theſe 
eminent moral. and religious, advantages, it may 
| Juſtly be expected, that they ſhould be, productive. 
in us of proportionable effects; and that it is our 
duty to labour to be diſtinguiſhed from others * 
e piety ad virtue | 


of Sass myſelf — as addrefling =o 4 
who. make a ſerious profeſſion; of Religion; and 
none but ſuch as are of that character, have any 
juſt claim to be denominated Chriſtians. The be- 
ing born in a country wherein the Goſpel is ex- 
ternally profeſſed, occaſional attendance on its. 
public inſtitutions; or the adopting any particular 
mode of faith or of worſhip, nothing of this kind 
will. conſtitute us Chriſtians, if the faith of the 
Goſpel does not operate upon our hearts; and in- i 
Auence our practice. Should we haye even ground y 
to believe, that we have acquired; more juſt, ra- 
tional, and conſiſtent ſentiments of the Goſpel, 
than many others ; of what fignification will, this, 
be, if we are not alſo diſtinguiſhed by. real. piety Y 
and virtue? A religion that conſiſts only in theory ö 
and ſpeculation is of no avail, and can be of ng. 
worth. It is to little purpoſe that the head is in- 
ſtructed, if the heart be not improved. The, light 
and knowledge which we derive from the Goſ- 
pel, and all the advantages we enjoy as Chriſtians, 
will only aggravate our guilt, if our conduct be 
Hh6t-ſuitable to our religious profeſſion, 


Tur 
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| Tur, unto whomſoever much is given, of bim 
2 be much required, is a plain declaration of our 
rd himſelf, and is evidently conſonant to juſtioe 
and to reaſon. And as we have the light of Revo- 


lation, it may with equity be expected of us, that 


we ſhould walk in that ligbt; that our views and 


ſentiments ſhould be influenced by the faith of the 
Goſpel, and our conduct be regulated by its pre- 
cepts. That no merely external profeſſion of re- 
ligion will avail us at the laſt day, our Divine 
Maſter has declared in the moſt explicit terms : Not 
every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall en- 
ter into the-kingdom of Heaven; but he that doeth the 
will of my Father who is in. Heaven. Many will 
ſay to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not pro- 


Phefied in thy name; and in thy. name have caſt out 


devils? and in thy name done many wonderful 
works ? And then will I profeſs unto them, I never 
knew you : depart from me, Je Fan work __ 


To promote holineſs af life is the great den 
of Chriſtianity but however evident this may be, 


there is great reaſon to believe, that there 45 | 


many who are not inſincere in their profeſſion of 
religion, and who yet have formed very imper- 
fect ideas of that holineſs which is required by 
the Goſpel. But we muſt not deceive ourſelves: 


the followers of Jeſus, who was holy, harmleſs, un- 


Aeſiled, and ſeparate from ſinners, ought to be a pe- 


Her people, and eminently ſuperior to the gene- 
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rality of mankind in point of religious and moral 
excellence. It was for this purpoſe, that the Di- 
vine Author of our religion paſſed through a life 
of poverty and ſuffering, and at laſt died an igno- 
minious death upon the croſs; namely, that he 
might bring us unto God, and lead us to the 
practice of all righteouſneſs and goodneſs. He gave 
himſelf for us, ſays St. Paul, that he might redeem us 
from all iniquity, and purify unto bimſol a ever 
1 N ⁊ealous of good . 


8 are nat, indeed, under any obliga- 
tion to diſtinguiſn themſelves from others by ſour- 
neſs, or moroſeneſs, or an uſeleſs and forbidding 
auſterity of manners; nor are they required to de- 
ny themſelyes innocent gratifications, or to de- 
celine the chearful and moderate enjoyment of thoſe 
temporal bleſſings which the great Author of 
Nature hath beſtowed upon them. And tt ſhould 
be the buſineſs of the real votaries of religion, to 
repreſent it in its moſt amiable and engaging 
form. But. notwithſtanding this, the genuine 
Chriſtian will be diſtinguiſhed and diſcriminated 
in his manners, conduct, and behaviour, from the 
generality of men. Religion and virtue will di- 
rect and influence his actions; and he will con- 
ſider it as an object of all others the moſt impor- 
tant, to obtain the favour and approbation of the 
Supreme Parent and Judge of the univerſe. He 
2 ee himſelf from others, not merely 


by 


8 
by an external profeſſion of religion, but by _ 
real, and unaffected ee 


- 


Wi are led by the text to n hl it i$ 
that we do more than others? but it may ſometimes 


alſo be uſeful to us to reflect, what it is that we 


do leſs than others? As a juſt compariſon of our 
conduct with that of other men, might, perhaps, 
convince ſome of us, that we are not much-ſupe- 
rior to others who make little profeſſion of reli- 
gion; ſo it might alſo be beneficial, to compare 
our conduct with that of thoſe whom we have 
reaſon to believe are real Chriſtians, and of exemp- 
lary piety. and virtue, and with whom ſome of us 
could not bring our own conduct into competi- 
tion, without conſciouſneſs of inferiority. It is 
not unuſual for men, to take pleaſure in making 
compariſons between their conduct, and that of 
others, when they imagine the ſuperiority is on 


their own fide. But this is a pleaſure that com- 


monly ariſes only from pride and vanity, or the 
deluſions of ſelf-love. It would be much more 
_ uſeful to us, if we were to compare our conduct 
with that of others, in thoſe particulars wherein 
we are conſcious they have the ſuperiority; in 
order to inſpire us with humility, and to lead us 


to imitate thoſe virtues that are conſpicuous in 
others, and which we have not yet attained, or at 


tealt not in the ſame degree. 


Mex 
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| Men are too apt to dwell, with a kind of ma- 
Hgnant pleaſure, on the faults and defects of 
others: But it would certainly be more wiſe and 
rational to obſerve their virtues, in order to con- 
tribute to our own improvement. The Emperor 
Deve Antoninus hath particularly enumerated, 
not only many things which he learnt of his tu- 4 
tors and inſtructors in philoſophy and literature, - 
but alſo thoſe virtues which he acquired, by the 
imitation of ſuch perſons around him as were di- 
ſtinguiſhed for thoſe virtues. And as human cha- 
racters are greatly diverſified, he appears to have 
conſidered it as an eminent branch of wiſdom, to 
ſtudy in other men thoſe virtues which were the 
moſt conſpicuous in them. And the conduct of 
this wiſe and illuſtrious Heathen is not unworthy, 
the i imitation of Chriſtians. It i is at leaſt a much 1 
better ſtudy, than that of minutely inveſtigating N 
other men's actions, only with a view to degrade 
their characters, and to * their weakneſſes. 


In conſequence of our Chriſtian profeſſion, we * 
are under the ſtrongeſt obligations to the practice 5 
of ſincere piety and unaffected goodneſs; and no 
methods by which we can promote our moral im- 
provement are unworthy of our attention. It is 
dur duty diligently to endeavour to cleanſe our- 
ſelves from all moral impurities, and to adhere ; 
with as much ſteadineſs and uniformity to the 
roles of piety and virtue, as the imperfections i in- 
| cident 
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cidand/tp human nature will permit; And tho? 
we cannot be wholly. free from ſin in the preſent 
world, yet we ſhould be conſtantly aſpiring after 
ion, and labour to attain as nearly to it as 
poſſible. Notwithſtanding the many ſnares witk 
which we are ſurrounded, and the temptations 
with which we are aſſaulted, from without and 
from within, we are ſtill capable of attaining to an 
higher degree of religious and moral excel“ 
lence than is generally apprehended. But in or- 
der to arrive to any conſiderable degree of true 
holineſs, we muſt be active and vigilant in correct. 
ing evil habits and propenſities, in ſubduing diſ— 
orderly and licentious paſſions, and in forming 
ourſel ves to true virtue and goodneſs: And when 
ever we are ſincere and earneſt in our endeavours 
for this purpoſe, whatever divine aſſiſtance may 
bo needful, and that ſhall be ſuitable to our na- 
tyre as free and moral agents, we may reſt afſured; - 
will be graciouſly afforded-us i the AG Fa- 
_ of e our en 2 Nr 18 
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Bur 1 proceed, in the THIRD place, to make a 
general application of what has been advanced, 
and to offer ſome obſervations relative to the par- 
ticular purpoſe which is the occaſion of our pre- 


ſent aſſembling. 
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lt ve are convinced, that, as Chriſtians; we en- 
joy great and eminent moral and religious advan- 
tages; and that it may juſtly be expected, that 
theſe advantages ſhould have been productive in 
us of proportionable effects; let us honeſtly and 
impartially ſcrutinize, our own characters, and 
examine, whether our conduct be ſuitable to our 
Chriſtian profeſſion? It is of infinite importance 
to us, that we ſnhould not deceive ourſelves in this 
matter. When the Divine Author of our reli- 
gion ſhall appear, in all the pomp with which he 
will be attended at the final judgment; when he 
Hall come in bis glory, and all the boly angels with 
Bim; and when the whole human race ſhall be aſ- 
ſembled before him; when we, among the reſt; 
ſhall appear in the preſence of the Great Judge, 
and he ſhall aſk us, Vbat have you dont more than 
others? ſhall we not be ſtruck dumb with ſhame; - 
and with conſcious guilt; if our hearts inform us, a 
that notwithſtanding the eminent advantages we 
poſſeſſed, we have not improved thoſe advan- 
tages, nor brought forth thoſe fruits of righteouſ- 
neſs, which might juſtly be expected from us? 
Let us now, therefore, review our conduct, before 
it be too. late to correct it; and while the means of 
grace, and of ſalvation, are yet within our power. 
Let us conſider, whether the knowledge that we 
have derived from the Goſpel of the greateſt and 
beſt of Beings, of our obligations to him, and of 
his 
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his righteotis PIR bs produced i in us 
a fervent and ſteady piety ? Do we worſhip the 
Almighty in ſpirit and in truth? Do we eulen 
towards him ſentimerits of gratitude and affection, 
and chearfully reſign ourſelves to all the diſpen- 
ſations of His providence ?' In our dealings with 
our brethren of mankind, do we ſtrictly adhere ro 
the rules of equity and juſtice, and practiſe to- 
wards them kindneſs, humanity, benevolence, and 
generoſity ? Are we mcek and humble 1 in our de- 
portment, ready to forgive injuries, and to render 
good for evil ? Do we reſtrain our appetites and 
paſſions within the Bounds of reaſon and reli. 
gion, and keep temperance and moderation con- 
ſtantly in view? Do we act in a manner becoming 
thoſe, who conſider themſclves as candidates for 
immortality ; and do we preſerye ſuch a ſenſe of 
the future and inviſible world upon our minds, as 

is ſuited to have an uniform influence upon our 
lives ? Theſe are inquiries which we ought to 
make with ſincerity and impartiality ; and what- 
ever vices or defects we are ſenſible of in our con- 
duct and behaviour, we ought ſeriouſly and dili- 
gently to labour to correct and amend them; and 
be ſolicitous. to diſtinguiſh ourſelves by the prac- 
tice of all thoſe. excellent and amiable virtues, to 
which we are called by the religion we profeſs. 
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Auonco the many mercies which we have alf 
received from the gracious Father of our ſpirits, 
one is, that our lives have now been continued to 
the entrance of another year: and if we are con- 
ſcious, that we have not hitherto properly im- 
proved thoſe talents, opportunities, and advan- 
tages, witlr which we have been favoured; if our 
own hearts will not enable us to give à fatisfac- 
tory anſwer to the queſtion in the text, hat have 
you done more than others? let us now reſolve to 
ſeize the golden moments that. remain, and to con- 
ſecrate that time which God ſhall yet allot unto 
us, to virtue and to religion. How much longer 
our lives may be continued, we know not ; but of 
this we may be aſſured, that whatever. may be 
- their duration, the wiſeſt courſe that it is in our 
power to purſue, will be, to erowd- into the re- 
mainder of them as many acts of real, uſeful vir. 
cue,” as poſſible, Todo this, will be our higheſt 


honour; to do this, will be purſuing, our trueſt 
mn. 
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As in this diſcourſe I have endeavoured to oo 
vince you, that by the profeſſion of Chriſtianity 
we are called to the practice of every thing that 
is excellent, and amiable, and praiſeworthy ; it 
will be the leſs neceſſary, that I ſhould fay much. 
in order to excite your benevolence in ſupport of 
that 
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chat charitable deſign, on behalf af which I now 
appear in this place. It is an inſtitution that 
could hardly fail of extorting the approbation 
even of a virtuous- Heathen: few arguments; 
therefore, I preſume, can be needful,. to induce 
Chriſtians to exert their benevolence in its fa- 
vour. I ſhall, however, lay before you a ſhort 
1 ae. e 0 nature af this : 
cas | | 


1 was firſt: eſtabliſhed in the year 1687, - in the 
reign of King James the Second. At that period, 
when the Romiſh ſuperſtition was greatly patro- 
nized and encouraged by the court, one Paulton, 
a Jeſuit, with a view of promoting Popery, ſet 

up a ſchool, and gave public notice, that he 

would iaſtrutt the children of the poor gratis, 
This gave a juſt alarm to the Proteſtants in the 
neighbourhood ; who apprehended that the poor, 
from a deſire of procuring ſome education for 
their children, would be too ready to entruſt 
them with this Romiſh teacher. In order, there- 
fore, to prevent, as far as it was in their power, 
the ſpread of a ſyſtem of ſuperſtition, ſo repug- 
nant to genuine Chriſtianity, and ſo unfavour- 
able to the civil and religious liberties of man- 
kind, Mr. Arthur Shallet, Mr. Samuel Warbur- 
ton, and Mr. Ferdinando Holland, laid the foun- 
dation of this ſehool in Gravel-Lane, Southwark, 
| D 2 for 
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for the putpole of inſtructing the children of the 
poor, and training them up in the principles of 
the Proteſtant Religion. The number of ſcholars 
at firſt was forty, which afterwards enereaſed to 
fifty, and it is how two hundred. They are in- 
ſtructed in reading, writing, and arithmetic, with- 
out any expence to their Parents; the girls are 
taught to ſew and knit; and as the training up 
of children to habits of induſtry is a matter of 
conſiderable importance, the managers, I am in- 
formed, have lately improved upon their plan, by 
directing ſome of the elder boys to be ſet to work” 
in the intervals of their inſtruction; and the x pro- 

fits arifing from their labour are diſtributed among 
the moſt deſerving of them.” And beſides being 
taught gr atis, they are furniſhed with ſpelling- 
books, teſtaments, , catechiſms, writing, and. 
cyphering books. The charges of the ſchool have 
been defrayed by the donations and ſubſcriptions | 
of | private perſons, * with two annual collections, 
and alſo the kind remembrance of this ſchool by 
> rſons in their laſt wills. It is ſaid to 4 

the be ſchool of the kind in which the Proteſtant : 
Diſſenters were concerned; and its ſituation is 
well adapted for the purpoſe of a charity-ſchool, 
it being in one of the pooreſt parts of the metro- 
polis: and children are received into it without 
diſtinction of parties, the common good being the 
blen of che inſtitution. a 
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— for which this School was e 
bliſned, was unqueſtionably laudable; and thoſe 
who firſt engaged in it are entitled to very ho, 
nourable remembrance. And though this nation 
may not nom be. in the ſame danger af Popery, 
on foot; yet it is certain, that as a people, we have 
now reaſon. to be, exceedingly. alarmed. at that 
unbounded. Inxury, diſlipatign, vice, and de- 
baychery, Which arg every where around us fo. 
ſtrikingly | prevalent. . As Proteſtants, and as, 
diſſenters, we cannot doubt, but that. inſtructing 
children i in the principles of the Proteſtant reli- 
gion, is a matter of great moment. If Popery., 
be much diminiſhed in this country fince the laſt 
century, it has ſtill ſo many votaries, and is of 
ſq malignant 3 tendency, that we ought. to be 
muc ch upon our guard againſt its propagation and 
increaſe. And as meinbers of the community, 
we can have no doubt of the importance of in 
ſtructing the children of the poor in true religion 
and morality, and of training them up tb habits 
of virtuous induſtry. Much of that licentiouſheſs 
of manners, which is now ſo widely diffuſed a- 
mongſt us, and which muſt be a ſubject of great 
regret to the real friends of religion and virtue, | 
may undoubtedly ' be juſtly attributed to the 
po regard that is e 
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reach ; an object of the. higheſt importance. to 
de Sommunity. tho”. E ü is — to as is 
deſerves, G3 * 062 238 - 37 at 2222299 7 a Cd 
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ſchool was founded on maxims of wiſdom and 
of virtue; its eftabliſhmene was dictated by rea- 
ſon and humanity; and if you” are convinced of 
its utility, and the benevolence of its deſign, 
you will, I truſt, naturally be led to the exerciſe 
of your generoſity in its ſupport. And on Yach 
occaſions as this, thoſe to whom Divine Provi- 
cence has given the ability of doing much, ſhould 
nat be content with doing little; they ſhòuld not 
ſatisfy themſelves with giving what they ſup S, | 
decency requires of them; but they ſhou 
member, that God lover's chearful giver; Fey 
that be i 1 ee fray 2 . 
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"As to 2 my young friends, on whoſe. ace. 
count, and in whoſe behalf we are now aſſembled, , 
I muſt exhort you to behave i in ſuch a manner, as, 
to ſhew that you are not inſenſible of the kindneſs, 
of thoſe who. contribute to your education. Be aſ- 
ſured, that by doing your duty to God, by be- 
coming pious and good, by attending to the in. 


ſtrpetions that are giyen to you, by being ſerious, 
honeſt, 
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hotieſt; induſtrious, and obedient tõ thoſe who = 
thod of promoting your happineſs here, of en- 
abling yourſelves to live comfortably, of obtain- 
ing love and cfteem in the preſent world, and alſo, 
of being everlaſtingly happy in that which is to 
come... And thoſe to whom the care of theſe chily 
dren is immediately, committed, will, I truſt, re. 
member, that the duties of the office in which 
they are engaged, ſhould be conſcientiouſly -dif-- 
charged. The training up a number of children 
in the duties of religion and virtue, and fitting 
them to become uſeful members of ſociety, is a 
very important truſt, and ſhould be executed 
with ſeriouſneſs, and care, and diligence. The 
proper diſcharge of ſuch an office muſt be neceſ- 
ſarily attended with much labour, and requires 
conſiderable application: but it will certainly 
afford great pleaſure to a good mind, to have 
been inſtrumental, in training up youth in a vir- 
tuous and worthy courſe of life, in guarding 
them againſt vice, and leading them to honeſt 
practices, and commendable purſuits. Thoſe 
who diſcharge the office of educating youth with 
judgment and integrity, may be ranked amongſt 
the moſt uſeful members of ſociety ; and are en- 
ritled to more regard than i is Cy afforded 
them, | 
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Br this ti me will not admit of any ny 
enlargement: I ſhall, / therefore, conclude: the 


whole with my ſincere wiſhes, that we may all, 


in our ſeveral ſtations, labour to act ſuitably to 
our Chriſtian profeſſion; that we may above all. 


things endeavour, by a diligent diſcharge of the 


various duties of religion and virtue, to obtain 
the favour and approbation of the great Lord and 


Sovereign of the univerſe ; and, finally, that 


we may be admitted to an inheritance. amongſt 


in the regions of pure, unmixed, and never- 
ending felicity Amen! 8 | 


thoſe who- are /an#ified by faith 1hat is in Jeſus, 
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